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THE FOLLOWING IS A MARKPRESS RELEASE DATED OWERRI, JULY 23 .
QUOTE : TITLE : OPEN LETTER FROM THE BIAFRAN GOVERNMENT TO PRO-
FESSOR C. CLYDE FERGUSON WITH REFERENCE TO STATEMENT BY SECRETA RY
OF STATE, WILLIAM ROGERS .

"THE BIAFRAN GOVERNMENT HAS NOTED WITH APPRECIATION THE CONTINUIN G

INTEREST SHOWED BY THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT ON THE QUESTION O F
PROVIDING RELIEF TO ALLEVIATE THE SUFFERINGS OF BIAFRA N
VICTIMS OF NIGERIA' S WAR OF GENOCIDE AND, IN PARTICULAR, TH E
RECENT STATEMENT MADE BY SECRETARY OF STATE, WILLIAM ROGERS ,
ON THE SUBJECT .

THE BIAFRAN GOVERNMENT WISHES TO INDICATE ITS COMPLETE AGREE-
MENT WITH THE THREE FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS ENUNCIATED IN SECRETA RY
OF STATE, WILLIAM ROGERS' STATEMENT:"

"FIRST, THAT THE PROVISION BY THE INTERNATION AL COMMUNIT Y
ON ASSISTANCE TO BOTH SIDES IN A WAR SHOULD HAVE INTERNATIONA L
PARTICIPATION TO ASSURE THAT IT IS ADMINISTER ED FOR THE
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BENEFIT OF THE CIVILIAN VICTIMS OF THE WAR .

SECONDLY,, THAT THE RELIEF BE TRANSPORTED AND DISTRIBUTED I N
WAYS THAT CONVEY NO MILITARY ADVANTAGE OR INCUR NO MILITAR Y
LIABILITY TO EITHER SIDE .

THIRDLY, THAT THE PARTIES TO THE CONFLICT REFRAIN FROM EXPLO
ITING RELIEF ISSUES FOR PARTISAN, POLITICAL AND PROPAGANDA

PURPOSE S.

"THE BIAFRAN GOVERNMENT WISHES TO REAFFIRM ITS ACCEPTANCE
IN PRINCIPILE TO DAY/NIGHT RELIEF FLIGH TS WITH DAYLIGHT OPERA-
TIONS TO ULI AIRPORT COMMENCING IMMEDIATELY. EFFECTIVE INTE R
NATIONAL OR OTHER THIRD PARTY GUARANTEES HAVE ALSO BEEN AGREED .
THE BIAFRAN GOVERNMENT ALSO WISHES TO REAFFIRM ITS CONTINUE D
ACCEPTANCE IN PRINCIPLE OF THE SURFACE ROUTE (CROSS RIVE

R)PROPOSED BY PROFESSOR FERGUSON IN MARCH AND ACCEPTED BY THE BIAFRA N
GOVERNMENT ON THAT OCCASION .

THE BIAFRAN GOVERNMENT WISHES TO RECALL THAT DURING HI S
VISIT TO BIAFRA LAST MARCH, IT WAS CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD AND ACCEPTE D
BY PROFESSOR FERGUSON ON BEHALF OF THE US GOVERNMENT THAT NEITHE R
LAGOS NOR ANY NIGERIAN HELD AIRPORT SHOULD BE USED AS STAGING POS T
FOR BRINGING RELIEF BY AIR . CALABAR AND LAGOS WERE ALSO RULE D
OUT FOR THE SURFACE ROUTE OPERATIONS AS AGREEMENT WAS REACHE D
TO USE COTONOU ORA SHIP ANCHORED IN MID-OCEAN FROM WHICH RELIE F
COULD BE TRANSPORTED BY BARGES OR HELICOPTER .

THE BIAFRAN GOVERNMENT WISHES TO EMPHASIZE THAT I T HAS ALWAY S
BEEN WILLING TO LET NIGERIAN REPRESENTATIVES INSPECT THE RELIE F
MATERIAL AT STAGING POSTS OUTSIDE NIGERIA, SUCH AS COTONOU AN D
SANTA ISABEL SO AS TO ASSURE THEMSELVES THAT THEY ARE GENUIN E
BIAFRA STILL STAND BY THIS . T HERE CAN BE NO QUESTION, THEREFORE ,
OF BIAFRA ACCEPTING RELIEF COMING FROM OR TOUCHING DOWN ON AN Y
NIGERIAN HELD TERRITORY . THE BIAFRAN GOVERNMENT EXPECTS FOR THAT ,
IN FAIRNESS, BIAFRAN REPRESENTATIVES WILL HAVE THE SAME RIGHT ,
TO INSPECT RELIEF GOING INTO NIGERIA .

IT IS WELL KNOWN THAT THE SHORTEST AND MOST ECONOMICAL ROUTE
FOR RELIEF TO COME DIRECT INTO BIAFRA FROM THESE NEUT RA

L STAGING POSTS. TO CHANNEL OR DIVERT THEM TO NIGERIA WOULD BE TO OFFE R
THEM POLITICAL AND MILITARY ADVANTAGES WHICH IS IN CONFLICT WITH
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TWO THE FUNDAMENTA L CONCEPTS ENUNCIATED BY SECRETARY OF STATE ,
WILLIAM ROGERS, AND ACCEPTED BY THE BIAFRAN GOVERNMENT A S
INDICATED ABOVE. ON THIS SCOR E, THE FIRST PROPOSAL IN SECRETAR Y
OF STATES WILLIAM ROGERS' SUBSEQUENT FOUR-POINT APPROACH FOR A
NIGERIAN STAGING BASE FAILS TO MEET THE TEST OF NEUTRALITY AN D
EARLIER UNDERTAKING THAT RELIEF SHOULD NOT BE USED TO CONFE R
MILITARY/POLITICAL ADVANTAGE OR DISADVANTAGE TO EITHER SIDE .

THE BIAFRAN PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT, HOWEVER, REMAIN GRATEFU L
FOR ALL THE EFFORTS MADE BY THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND THE U S
ADMINISTRATION IN THIS REGARD AND IS WILLING, AS BEFORE, T O
ENTER INTO DISCUSSIONS TO FACILITATE INCREASED RELIEF SUPPLIES .
UNQUOTE . DECON ON RECEIP T
. TUBBY
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